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Laurel Curve Wildlife Habitat Connectivity Project 

 

 

Credit Agreement 

 

This Credit Agreement, entered into and effective on April 7, 2017, is between the California 

Department of Transportation (CALTRANS) and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

(CDFW). 

 

RECITALS 

 

 WHEREAS, State Route (Highway) 17 connects the Santa Cruz County coastal area to 

Silicon Valley via a four-lane conventional highway that traverses the heavily forested Santa 

Cruz Mountains; 

 WHEREAS, in 2011, the Land Trust of Santa Cruz County’s (LTSC) Conservation 

Blueprint identified Highway 17 near Laurel Road in Santa Cruz County, as a critical area to 

maintain landscape permeability; 

 WHEREAS, LTSC has been working with the Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation 

Commission (SCCRTC), CDFW, and CALTRANS to develop and fund the construction of a 

wildlife undercrossing near Laurel Road on Highway 17 between 9.4 Post Mile (PM) and 9.6 

PM in Santa Cruz County, that will benefit the travelling public, hereinafter "Laurel Curve 

Wildlife Habitat Connectivity Project”; 

 WHEREAS, in 2015, CALTRANS developed a Project Initiation Document (PID) for the 

Laurel Curve Wildlife Habitat Connectivity Project to connect two core habitat areas that may 

assist in the movement of wildlife across Highway 17.   

 WHEREAS, on October 20, 2016, the California Transportation Commission (CTC) 

amended the 2016 State Highway Operation and Protection Program (SHOPP) and programmed 

$3.115 million of the Advance Mitigation Program fund towards the Laurel Curve Wildlife 

Habitat Connectivity Project, to be applied to Project Approval and Environmental Document 

(PA&ED), Right of Way, and Plans, Specification and Estimates (PS&E), per SHOPP 

Amendment 16H-008; 

 WHEREAS, in exchange for funding PA&ED, Right of Way and PS&E for the Laurel Curve 

Wildlife Habitat Connectivity Project using Advance Mitigation Program funds, the CTC 

required CALTRANS to create compensatory mitigation credits that can be utilized to offset 

significant California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) impacts of future transportation 

projects that impact wildlife connectivity as well as establish the unit cost for each credit;  

 WHEREAS, CDFW does not currently have a crediting process that would determine the 

number of credits that would be created by wildlife crossings funded through an advance 

mitigation program; 
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