
   

 
  

  

 

Spill Management Team Industry Q&A 
Sessions 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Office of Spill Prevention and Response 

Response Certification and Planning Unit 

February 15 and 17, 2022 



 Q&A Session Agenda
 

1:00-1:05 

1:05-1:10 

1:10-1:20 

1:20-1:40 

1:40-2:25 

2:25-2:30 



 

 

  

 

  

OSPR’s SMT Team
 

Rachel Fabian 
SMT Coordinator 

Shane Keefauver 
SMT Specialist 

David Reinhard 
Response Certification 
& Planning Unit 
Supervisor 

With a little help 
from: 

Jenna Driscoll 
OSPR Training 
Coordinator 



 

 

California AB 1197
 

Bruce Joab, OSPR 



SMT Rulemaking
 

• Covid-related extensions
 

• OAL approval 12/28/21 

• Effective 4/1/22 



 

  
 

 
  

    

 
 

 

 

 

  
  

  
 

 

Plan holders 
and external 
SMTs submit 
applications 90 days 

Regulations 
become effective 

quarterly 

April 1, 2022 June 30, 2022
 

Implementation 

180 days 

Application Review and 
Verification (Training 
Plan, Unannounced) 

Certification exercises, 
obtain training 

Renewal in 3 years 

All plan holders 
have a fully 

certified SMT 

SMTs 
receive 
Interim 

Certification End of third year after
 
interim certification
 

SMTs receive 
full certification 

Oct-Dec 2022 Dec 2025 



 

  

Certification by Tier
 

SMT Tier Spill volume – Marine Spill volume - Inland 

I >600 bbl > 1000 bbl 
II 250-599 bbl 500-999 bbl 
III < 249 bbl, mobile transfer units < 499 bbl 



 

 
 

 
    

Initial Response Personnel
 

Incident 

Commander
 Tier III 

Safety 

Officer
 

Operations 
Section Chief 

Personnel requirements are divided 
into Initial and Cascading Response 
Personnel 

Initial Response Personnel 

• 3-4 people who can arrive in 
geographic areas within 8 hours of 
activation 



 

 
 

 
    

 

  

Initial Response Personnel
 

Incident 

Commander
 Tiers I & II Personnel requirements are divided 

into Initial and Cascading Response 
Personnel 

Operations 
Section Chief 

Safety 

Officer
 

+1 Other 

Initial Response Personnel 

• 3-4 people who can arrive in 
geographic areas within 8 hours of 
activation 



 

   
 

    

 
  
 

 

  

  

Incident 

Commander
 

Cascading 
Response 
Personnel 

• Can arrive in geographic 
areas within 24 hours 

• Required alternates vary by 
Tier 

• Cross-training allowed with 
minimum numbers of 
personnel (8,10,12) 

• Ephemeral/intermittent 
Tier III exemption 

Tier III 
Safety
 
Officer
 

Asst. Public
 
Info. Officer
 

Asst. Liaison 

Officer
 

Operations 
Section Chief 

Planning Section 
Chief 

Logistics Section 
Chief 

Finance Section 
Chief 



 

   
 

    

 
  
 

 

  

  

   

 
 

 
 
 

 

Incident 
Commander 

Operations 
Section Chief 

Planning Section 
Chief 

Logistics Section 
Chief 

Finance Section 
Chief 

Asst. Liaison 
Officer 

Asst. Public 
Info. Officer 

Safety 
Officer 

Operations 
Section Chief 

Planning 
Section Chief 

Logistics 
Section Chief 

Finance 
Section Chief 

Asst. Public 
Info. Officer 

Asst. Liaison 
Officer 

Safety 
Officer 

Incident 
Commander 

Tier II 

Cascading 
Response 
Personnel 

• Can arrive in geographic 
areas within 24 hours 

• Required alternates vary by 
Tier 

• Cross-training allowed with 
minimum numbers of 
personnel (8,10,12) 

• Ephemeral/intermittent 
Tier III exemption 



 

   
 

    

 
  
 

 

  

  

   

 
 

 
 
 

  

 

Incident 

Commander
 

Incident
 
Commander
 

Incident
 
Commander
 

Safety
 
Officer
 

Asst. Public
 
Info. Officer
 

Asst. Public
 
Info. Officer
 

Safety
 
Officer
 

Asst. Liaison 

Officer
 

Asst. Liaison 

Officer
 

Cascading 
Response 
Personnel 

• Can arrive in geographic 
areas within 24 hours 

• Required alternates vary by 
Tier 

• Cross-training allowed with 
minimum numbers of 
personnel (8,10,12) 

• Ephemeral/intermittent 
Tier III exemption 

Tier I 

Operations 
Section Chief 

Planning Section 
Chief 

Logistics Section 
Chief 

Finance Section 
Chief 

Finance 
Section Chief 

Operations 
Section Chief 

Planning 
Section Chief 

Planning 
Section Chief 

Logistics
 
Section Chief
 



 
  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

External SMTs can offer any number or 
subset of the required personnel 

Initial 
Response 
Personnel 

Incident 
Commander 

Operations 
Section Chief 

Safety Officer 

Other 

Cascading Response Personnel 

Asst. Public 
Info. Officer 

Safety Officer 

Planning 
Section Chief 

Asst. Liaison 
Officer 

Operations 
Section Chief 

Logistics 
Section Chief 

Incident 
Commander 

Finance 
Section Chief 



 

 
 

     

 

 

Training Standards 
Initial Response Personnel Cascading Response Personnel 

• Team-based training requirements  • Position-based requirements 
flexibility in constructing initial teams • All personnel trained to ICS-300 

Training 

SMT 
Tier 

IS 100 IS 200 ICS 300 IS 700 IS 800 

Tier I 4 4 ≥2 4 4 

Tier II 4 4 ≥1 4 4 

Tier 
III 

3 ≥1 ≥1 3 ≥1 

NIMS Training Program (2011)
 



  
 

  

 

   

  

Training Standards
 

Training track: 
•	 Formal ICS courses and exercise 

participation 

•	 Equivalent training - learning 
objectives delivered over the 
same time frames as NIMS 
courses 

Experience track: 
•	 Lead or deputy/assistant position 

for specified time in typed 
responses 

•	 Incidents need not be formally 
typed 

•	 All-hazards experience can be cited
 



Certification Objectives
 



Application Process
 



 Thank  You!
 

Q&A
 
https://wildlife.ca.gov/OSPR/Spill-Management-Teams
 

https://wildlife.ca.gov/OSPR/Spill-Management-Teams


 

 
 

 
 

 

Thank  You!
 

Next Steps 
• Follow up on unanswered questions 
• Online submission system training: 

Plan Holders: 3/15 1:00-2:30 PM 
External: 3/17 9:00-10:30 AM 

• Send additional questions to OSPRSMT@wildlife.ca.gov
 
• 3/15 

mailto:OSPRSMT@wildlife.ca.gov


 Intermittent and Ephemeral Waters
 

https://erma.noaa.gov/southwest 

https://erma.noaa.gov/southwest
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