
 
 

About Fisheries Closure 

Fish and Game Code, Section 5654 requires that “the director [of CDFW], within 24 hours of 
notification of a spill or discharge, as those terms are defined in Section 8670.3 of the 
Government Code , where any fishing, including all commercial, recreational, and nonlicensed 
subsistence fishing, may take place, or where aquaculture operations are taking place, shall 
close to the take of all fish and shellfish all waters in the vicinity of the spill or discharge or 
where the spilled or discharged material has spread, or is likely to spread.”  Fisheries in the 
vicinity of a spill may remain open only if the Office of Environmental Health Hazard 
Assessment (OEHHA) determines that a public health threat does not exist or is unlikely to exist 
due to the spill and recommends that the fisheries should not be closed.  
 

When a closure is in place for more than 48 hours, 
CDFW must conduct expedited sampling and 
laboratory analysis to assess the levels of 
potential contaminants in the seafood samples.  
Lab results are analyzed by OEHHA in order to 
determine whether the fish and shellfish are safe 
for human consumption before reopening 
fisheries.  
 

                   Reopening Process 
 
 
CDFW works closely with OEHHA during oil spills 
and throughout fisheries closures to determine 
the appropriate boundaries, sampling plans, and 
reopening dates. To learn more, view OEHHA’s 
Fact Sheet on oil spills and seafood. 
 
 

              Frequently Asked Questions 
 
 

 
Contact Information  
 
Annie Nelson 
Email: Annie.Nelson@wildlife.ca.gov  
Phone: (916) 202-1656 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fleginfo.legislature.ca.gov%2Ffaces%2Fcodes_displaySection.xhtml%3FsectionNum%3D5654.%26lawCode%3DFGC&data=04%7C01%7CCristina.Perez%40Wildlife.ca.gov%7C5f716cdd965a4186489008d9adeeffff%7C4b633c25efbf40069f1507442ba7aa0b%7C0%7C0%7C637732064272598646%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Z9%2BOpxYc6ZwUzb6wHuLXjG7nNaG%2Fa05dt1g%2F9pEqnGQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F1.next.westlaw.com%2FLink%2FDocument%2FFullText%3FfindType%3DL%26originatingContext%3Ddocument%26transitionType%3DDocumentItem%26pubNum%3D1000211%26refType%3DLQ%26originatingDoc%3DIa2d00840131e11e9bdf3e5a183dbf4bf%26cite%3DCAGTS8670.3&data=04%7C01%7CAnnie.Nelson%40wildlife.ca.gov%7Cb8ab4429e7e542bb76f408d9a2e3ab3e%7C4b633c25efbf40069f1507442ba7aa0b%7C0%7C0%7C637719920970093967%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=5LrariS2eoHcpMsuZKW4YLRh1bLLLf8c4x%2BKAW3yGbM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F1.next.westlaw.com%2FLink%2FDocument%2FFullText%3FfindType%3DL%26originatingContext%3Ddocument%26transitionType%3DDocumentItem%26pubNum%3D1000211%26refType%3DLQ%26originatingDoc%3DIa2d00840131e11e9bdf3e5a183dbf4bf%26cite%3DCAGTS8670.3&data=04%7C01%7CAnnie.Nelson%40wildlife.ca.gov%7Cb8ab4429e7e542bb76f408d9a2e3ab3e%7C4b633c25efbf40069f1507442ba7aa0b%7C0%7C0%7C637719920970093967%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=5LrariS2eoHcpMsuZKW4YLRh1bLLLf8c4x%2BKAW3yGbM%3D&reserved=0
https://oehha.ca.gov/fish/oil-spills-seafood
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=204760
https://oehha.ca.gov/media/downloads/fish/oil-spill-information/oilspillsfacts031115.pdf
https://oehha.ca.gov/media/downloads/fish/oil-spill-information/oilspillsfacts031115.pdf
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=204759

