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• Humans have altered every natural system on Earth 
• Humans can repair or protect some natural systems 
• Opportunities for adaptation exist today 
• Academic context 

• Wedges 

• Conservation today 
• Opportunities in policy 

• Renewable energy 
• Climate policy (AB 32) 

• Where do we go from here? 
• Find opportunity for resource betterment in every proposed decision 



Projected change, 
2009–2025 
 
Greater than 20% 
Less than 20% 

Data from DOF, map from 
PPIC (Johnson, 2011) 

















• How do we conceive of conservation? 
• Conservation easements 
• Infill development 
• Urban envelope 
• Greenways 
• Integrated land use management 
• Sustainable agriculture 
• Management for ecosystem services 
• Others? 















• Renewable energy 
• Desert renewable energy conservation plan 
• Solar programmatic environmental impact statement 
• Individual projects 

• Conservation opportunities 
• Wildlife connectivity 
• Island interconnections 
• Climate considerations 
• Others? 

• What is the mechanism for collaboration on these solutions? 



• California’s Global Warming Solutions Act (AB 32) 
• Cap and trade 

• Investment plan 
• Low carbon fuels 
• Waste diversion 
• Forestry (offsets) 

• Conservation opportunities 
• Soil carbon sequestration – active management 
• Conservation easements 
• Treed streets 



• Education – Climate College! 
• Experimentation 
• Innovation 
• Optimism 
• Collaboration 

 
 

Thank you… 
Ashley Conrad-Saydah, acsaydah@calepa.ca.gov 
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