CDFG Large Mammal Advisory Committee P —
Project Concept Form
Project Title: Bass Hill Wildlife Area (BHWA) bitterbrush restoration
Contact Person (First, Last): Brian Ehler Proposed Start Date: _10/1/2011
Phone Number: (530) 254-6808 Proposed Duration: _5 vears (including monitoring)
Email Address: behler@dfg.ca.gov Does Project Require Helicopter Use?[No__|
Collaborator(s): CalFire
DFG Region (check all that apply): Project Theme (check all that apply):
E Northern Region O Resource Assessment
O North Central Region Population Enhancement
O Bay Delta Region Habitat Conservation
O Central Region O Regulatory Program
O South Coast Region O Monitoring/Assessing Population Health
O Inland Deserts Region
O Statewide
County (leave blank if statewide): L assen
Budget Overview (Estimated):
Category Estimated Costs
Personnel $1,500.00
Equipment/Operating $2,500.00
Total Estimated Cost: $4,000.00
Budget Detail (Estimated):
Fiscal Year
(July 1 — June 30) Amount Fund Source
FY 11/12 $4,00000 Big Game Management Account
FY 11/12 $OOO Big Game Management Account
FY 11/12 $000 Big Game Management Account
FY 1112 $0.00 Big Game Management Account
FY 11/12 $0.00 Big Game Management Account
FY 11/12 $000 Big Game Management Account
FY 11/12 $OOO Big Game Management Account
FY 11/12 $OOO Big Game Management Account
FY 11/12 $000 Big Game Management Account

Need Statement (a BRIEF outline describing the need for the concept, the objectives and how the effort will be conducted):

In 2010, a fire at the state-owned Bass Hill Wildlife Area (BHWA) burned approximately 200 acres of the property, some of which was dominated
by bitterbrush. Bitterbrush is an important source of winter forage for deer in the area. In recent years, wildfires and conversion of shrub steppe
plant communities to other uses has significantly decreased the availability of bitterbrush to deer in Lassen County.

A 25 acre site within the burn at BHWA was seeded with bitterbrush in 2010, and installation of deer proof fencing is needed to prevent young
seedlings from browsing until they become established. The project site will be fenced to protect bitterbrush seedlings planted in 2010, until they
are mature enough to withstand browsing by deer. Monitoring will occur annually to evaluate the success of the reseeding effort. It will be
reseeded as necessary should the initial seeding effort fail prior to fence construction.

This project will enhance important habitat for mule deer at the BHWA and is consistent with the Department's core values of science,
stewardship and service.
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	Contact Phone Number: 530 254 6808
	Project Title: Bass Hill Wildlife Area (BHWA) bitterbrush restoration
	Need Statement: 
In 2010, a fire at the state-owned Bass Hill Wildlife Area (BHWA) burned approximately 200 acres of the property, some of which was dominated by bitterbrush.  Bitterbrush is an important source of winter forage for deer in the area.  In recent years, wildfires and conversion of shrub steppe plant communities to other uses has significantly decreased the availability of bitterbrush to deer in Lassen County.

A 25 acre site within the burn at BHWA was seeded with bitterbrush in 2010, and installation of deer proof fencing is needed to prevent young seedlings from browsing until they become established.  The project site will be fenced to protect bitterbrush seedlings planted in 2010, until they are mature enough to withstand browsing by deer.  Monitoring will occur annually to evaluate the success of the reseeding effort.  It will be reseeded as necessary should the initial seeding effort fail prior to fence construction.

This project will enhance important habitat for mule deer at the BHWA and is consistent with the Department's core values of science, stewardship and service.
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